
193

CONTRIBUTORS

KRISTEEN L. BLACK {kblack@drew.edu} received her PhD from Drew 

University Theological School in the field of religion and society. Her 

work focuses on congregational and Mormon studies. Cited most often 

as an ethnographer, her work appeals to a diverse range of disciplines. 

Dr. Black currently resides in Oakland, California.

JULIE BOWMAN {julie.bowman@umassd.edu} has a PhD in literary 

and cultural studies from Carnegie Mellon University. Currently, she 

is a part-time lecturer in the Department of English at the University 

of Massachusetts Dartmouth. Her research interests include domestic 

spaces and early modern drama.

ALISON MAESER BRIMLEY {alison.maeser@gmail.com} is a currently 

pursuing an MFA in creative writing at Brigham Young University, 

where she also teaches writing and rhetoric. She lives in Sandy, Utah 

with her husband. 

SAMUEL M. BROWN {samuelbrown@gmail.com} is associate professor 

of medicine at the University of Utah, with a scholarly interest in life-

threatening infection, approaches to humanizing intensive care units, 

and religious history. In that last vein, he’s working on an intellectual 

history of translation in Mormonism and a theological project from 

which the present essay is drawn.

STEPHEN CARTER {stephen@sunstone.org} is the editor of Sunstone 

magazine and Moth and Rust: Mormon Encounters with Death (Signature 

Books, 2017). His books include Mormonism for Beginners, the iPlates 

graphic novel series, and The Hand of Glory (a YA horror novel about 

polygamous ghosts). He has a PhD in narrative studies from the Uni-

versity of Alaska–Fairbanks and spends a lot more time than he ever 

thought he would managing his daughter’s dance schedule.



194 Dialogue, Fall 2017

SIMON PETER EGGERTSEN {speggertsen@yahoo.com} was trained 

as a lawyer (Virginia and Cambridge) but has spent his working and 

teaching life in the field of international health. He comes late to poetry, 

something that would completely stun his high school English teachers. 

This poem was prompted by a rather curious character, Trevor, who 

inhabited the market square in Cambridge in the late 1970s. A set of 

Eggertsen’s poems appears in Fire in the Pasture, another won the Irre-

antum Poetry Contest (2012). Several of his verses have been finalists 

for prizes, including the Fish Poetry Prize (Ireland, 2013, 2014) and the 

Pablo Neruda Prize for Poetry (Nimrod, 2009). His work has appeared 

in the Atlanta Review, Nimrod, Spoon River Poetry Review, Ekphrasis, 

Weber: The Contemporary West, Vallum (Canada), and New Millennium 

Writings. He has one chapbook to his credit, Memories as Contraband 

(Finishing Line Press, 2014).

THERIC JEPSON {theric@thmazing.com} has had fiction and criticism 

appear in Dialogue before. This is the first time his poetry has appeared 

here. He is the lead editor of Peculiar Pages, whose publications include 

The Fob Bible, Fire in the Pasture, States of Deseret, and upcoming volumes 

of criticism, work from Segullah writers, Heavenly Mother poetry, and 

more. He can be found all over the web by googling thmazing.

BENJAMIN KNOLL {benjamin.knoll@centre.edu} is the John Marshall 

Harlan Associate Professor of Politics at Centre College in Danville, 

Kentucky. He earned a PhD in political science from the University of 

Iowa and specializes in public opinion and voting behavior, with a focus 

on religion, race, ethnicity, and politics.

NEIL LONGO {neil.longo@verizon.net} was raised in California and 

attended Brigham Young University. He was baptized into the LDS 

Church during his first month at BYU and developed a strong interest 

in Mormon theology, history, and sociology. After graduating with a 

BS in political science, he interned for the Senate Judiciary Committee 



195Contributors

Staff of Senator Orrin Hatch in Washington, DC. He currently works 

for an academic nonprofit and is applying to PhD programs. He lives in 

Portland, Oregon, loves to hike and camp, and hopes to study Russian 

religious thought from the late nineteenth century. 

HUGO OLAIZ {HugoRDU@gmail.com} was born in La Plata, Argentina, 

where he studied literature and classics. A third-generation Mormon, 

he served a mission in Paraguay. He later moved to the US for graduate 

work in Spanish and linguistics. He is a former webmaster for Dialogue: 

A Journal of Mormon Thought and a former news editor for Sunstone 

magazine. He lives in Oxford, Ohio with his husband John-Charles 

Duffy and an aging Beagle mix named Patches. He wrote this poem in 

2001, shortly after the birth of his niece Celina.

JANA RIESS {riess.jana@gmail.com} is a senior columnist with Religion 

News Service and has a PhD in American religious history from Colum-

bia University. She is the author or coauthor of many books, including 

Mormonism and American Politics (Columbia University Press) and the 

forthcoming The Next Mormons: The Rising Generation of Latter-day 

Saints (Oxford University Press).

J. KIRK RICHARDS attributes much of his love for the arts to an early 

emphasis on musical training in his parents’ home. Turning then from 

music to visual arts, Kirk studied with painters Clayton Williams, Bruce 

Hixson Smith, Patrick Devonas, Hagen Haltern, Gary and Jennifer 

Barton, James Christensen, Wulf Barsch, Joe Ostraff, and others. Two 

years in Rome influenced Richards’s palette, which often consists of 

subdued browns and rusts. Kirk is best known for his contributions to 

the BYU Museum of Art exhibit Beholding Salvation: The Life of Christ in 

Word and Image; for his contributions to Helen Whitney’s PBS Frontline 

Documentary entitled The Mormons: An American Experience; for the 

cover image of Jeffrey R. Holland’s book, Broken Things to Mend; and 



196 Dialogue, Fall 2017

for his imagery on the cover of BYU Studies and in the Ensign, Liahona, 

and Upper Room publications.

ELIZABETH TIDWELL {elizabeth.ann.brady@gmail.com} received an 

MFA in creative nonfiction from Brigham Young University in 2015. 

Her writing has appeared in Santa Clara Review, Brevity, BYU Studies 

Quarterly, and elsewhere. She taught creative writing, composition, and 

yoga at BYU for five years and currently lives in Pleasant Grove with 

her husband, James.

SARIAH TORONTO {sariah.toronto@gmail.com} is not Canadian 

but would happily accept citizenship if offered. A nomad by birth, she 

grew up in Latin America but has lived longest in Manhattan. After a 

West Coast stint, she is now living the landlocked life in Salt Lake City, 

where she consults on strategy, measurement, and evaluation in the 

philanthropic and nonprofit sectors, and hikes whenever she possibly 

can. She also plays the organ whenever possible; in deciding where to 

live in SLC, Sariah’s family employed the chapel-must-contain-a-pipe-

organ litmus test, which the Yale Ward handily passed.

CHRYSTAL VANEL {vanel.chrystal@gmail.com} is a postdoctoral 

researcher (GSRL-Paris). He has a PhD in sociology (EPHE-Sorbonne), 

an MA in religious studies (EPHE-Sorbonne), a BA in history (Uni-

versity Paris 1-Panthéon-Sorbonne), and he is currently completing a 

BA in theology (University of Geneva). He also studied and taught at 

Washington University in St. Louis (Fall 2007). His PhD research was 

on “Mormonisms: A Historical and Sociological Study of a Distinctive 

American Religious Fissiparousness (1830–2013).” His current research 

is on Mormonisms and Protestantisms. He has a special interest in the 

exprotestantization and reprotestantization of Mormonisms. He is cur-

rently coorganizing an international academic research project on the 

legacy of the Reformation in Europe.


