
ABOUT THE ARTIST

Brian Kershisnik

Brian Kershisnik lives with his wife, Suzanne, and three children in
Kanosh, Utah. The son of a petroleum geologist, he grew up in Angola,
Thailand, Texas, and Pakistan. After serving a mission in Denmark, he
took a bachelor’s degree in painting at BYU and a graduate degree in
printmaking at the University of Texas in Austin. His paintings have been
featured at numerous solo and group exhibitions, and images of them have
been reproduced in numerous books and catalogs. Kershisnik has himself
created a notable anthology of his own paintings, Painting from Life, pub-
lished in 2002 by Guild Publishing of Madison, Wisconsin.

Kershisnik’s paintings seem simple and whimsical—a few subjects
in unadorned settings, sometimes caught in puzzling attitudes of dance or
incongruous gesture. Their simplicity is deceiving. Their simple figures
and sparse settings evoke a sense of the surreal and of wakeful dreams.
They are replete with indeterminate suggestion, stirring deep emotion
and taking on a mysterious and subliminal symbolism.

Many of Kershisnik’s paintings address themselves to no particular
culture or country. Yet Latter-day Saints often find a reflection of their
faith in them. Of particular note is Nativity, a very large painting com-
posed of life-size figures, which renders the birth of Christ in a pure LDS
idiom. In it, an exhausted Mary holds the just-born Jesus to a breast. Two
midwives kneel beside her, their hands still bloody from assisting at the
birth. Behind Mary kneels a half-despairing Joseph, drained of energy by
the cosmic responsibility suddenly thrust upon his shoulders. Crowding
eagerly around is a multitude of supernatural persons clothed in radiant
white—angelic, preexistent spirits of the sort in which Mormons believe.
Kershisnik understands his faith and knows how to make it visible. To
learn more about him and his remarkable art, visit his website at http://
www.kershisnik.com.

Front cover: Woman with Infant Flying, oil on canvas, 138 x 108 inches,
2007.

Back cover: Fall Coming like Three Sisters, oil on canvas, 76 x 48 inches,
2006. Courtesy Val and Alice Hemming.

178 DIALOGUE: A JOURNAL OF MORMON THOUGHT, VOL. 41, NO. 2



Molly McLellan Bennion, Chair, Seattle, WA*
Stirling Adams, Newton, MA
Michael Austin, Shepherdstown, WV
Philip Barlow, Logan, UT
Brian Birch, Draper, UT
Claudia L. Bushman, Pasadena, CA
Rebecca Worthen Chandler, Charlotte, NC

*Member of Executive Committee

Gary James Bergera, Salt Lake City, UT
Mary Lythgoe Bradford, Leesburg, VA
Justin Flosi, Chicago, IL
Becky Reid Linford, Herndon, VA
Michael E. Nielsen, Statesboro, GA

Eugene England
G. Wesley Johnson
Robert A. Rees
Mary Lythgoe Bradford
Linda King Newell
L. Jackson Newell

B O A R D  O F  D I R E C T O R S

EDITOR Levi S. Peterson, Issaquah, WA
PRODUCTION MANAGER Brent Corcoran, Salt Lake City, UT

SUBMISSIONS OFFICE MANAGER Karrin Peterson, Sammamish, WA
LETTERS EDITOR Kathleen Petty, Bellevue, WA
HISTORY EDITOR Todd Compton, Cupertino, CA

PERSONAL VOICES EDITOR Mark Asplund, Seattle, WA
FICTION EDITOR Karen Rosenbaum, Kensington, CA
POETRY EDITOR Karrin Peterson, Sammamish, WA

BOOK REVIEW EDITOR Jana Bouck Remy, Irvine, CA
ART DIRECTOR Connie Disney, Salt Lake City, UT

COPY EDITOR Lavina Fielding Anderson, Salt Lake City, UT
PROOFREADER Jani Fleet, Salt Lake City, UT

WEBSITE EDITORS Jonathan A. Stapley, Bellevue, WA
David Banack, Fullerton, CA

E D I T O R S  E M E R I T I

E D I T O R I A L  B O A R D

Colette Peterson Spackman,
Albuquerque, NM

John Sillito, Ogden, UT
Robert Hodgson Van Wagoner,

Concrete, WA
Cherie K. Woodworth, New Haven, CT

F. Ross Peterson
Mary Kay Peterson
Martha Sonntag Bradley
Allen D. Roberts
Neal Chandler
Rebecca Worthen Chandler
Karen Marguerite Moloney

Armand L. Mauss, Irvine, CA
Linda King Newell, Salt Lake City, UT
Gregory M. Prince, Potomac, MD*
F. Ross Peterson, Logan, UT
Levi S. Peterson, Issaquah, WA
Jana Riess, Cincinnati, OH
Mack Stirling, Traverse City, MI

MANAGING DIRECTOR

Lori Levinson, Salt Lake City, UT
BUSINESS OFFICE ASSISTANT

Madeline Christopher, Holladay, UT

E D I T O R I A L  S T A F F

Single issue price is $15. Shipping in U.S. is $2 for
one issue plus $1 for each additional issue ordered.
Please call for back issues or check our website for
availability and prices. All funds in U.S. dollars.
We accept Mastercard and Visa.

Dialogue Business Office, P. O. Box 58423, Salt Lake City, UT  84158
email: dialoguejournal@msn.com  |  phone/fax: (801) 274-8210

Dialogue Electronic Options

Devery S. Anderson  . . . . . . A History of Dialogue, Part Four: A Tale in Two Cities
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1987-1992

Jacob T. Baker  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . The Grandest Principle of the Gospel: Christian Nihilism,
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sanctified Activism, and Eternal Progression

Gary James Bergera  . . . . . . . “Rising Above Principle”: Ezra Taft Benson as 
 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . U.S. Secretary of Agriculture, 1953-1961, Part One

Join our Dialogue – Subscribe today

Subscription Rates
3 years (12 issues) $100
1 year (4 issues) $ 37
1 year international rate $ 45
1 year student rate $ 30
DVD, volumes 1-40 $ 40
e-subscription $ 25

! Dialogue archive on searchable DVD for $40.

! Issues included are Volumes 1-40, 1966 through 
the end of 2007. Updated yearly.

! Search full text articles by author name, article 
titles, issue numbers, and general word searches.

! Print and email articles.

www.dialoguejournal.com

P
an

to
ne

 c
ol

or
s 

fo
r 

in
si

de
 c

ov
er

: 1
57

 a
nd

 5
48

3

! Read current issues of Dialogue electronically!

! Download the latest issues as soon as they are published!

! Read, print or share articles with e-subscription for only $25!

D I A L O G U E
A Journal of Mormon Thought

A Complete Collection
Volumes 1–40; 1966–2007

In Our Next Issue


	About the Artist: Brian Kershisnik

