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A Scholarly Feast of Contemporary Mormonism

Contemporary Mormonism : Social Sci-

ence Perspectives. Edited by Marie
Cornwall, Tim B. Heaton, and Law-
rence A. Young (Urbana: University of
Illinois Press, 1994).

Reviewed by Elaine Englehardt,
Professor of Philosophy, Assistant
Vice President, Utah Valley State Col-
lege, Orem, Utah.

The editors of this book have
assembled a plethora of outstanding
social science scholarship. The works
selected are astute, readable, and
thought-provoking. The book is filled
with research in almost prose form, as

well as quantitative and qualitative
analyses of issues important to Mor-
monism today.

Particularly striking is an article
by Marie Cornwall. "The Institutional
Role of Mormon Women" is a compel-
ling look at women's roles in religion,
specifically Mormonism. With some
Jewish comparisons as a foreground,
Cornwall documents the role of
women in the Mormon religion from
its inception to the present day. The
piece is not rancorous, but rather fair
and even with its treatment of the

topic.

Cornwall finds that historically
the role of women in Mormonism was

generally ambiguous. More avenues
for contribution were available through

Joseph Smith, but these have disap-
peared as the church has become
larger and more bureaucratic. She be-
lieves that through bureaucracy men

were given ever expanding roles,
while women were assigned a specific
sphere which emphasizes the notion
that women are an "organizational li-
ability" thereby increasing their invis-

ibility and silence in the church
bureaucracy (261).

The book does not shy away from
controversial topics such as mission-
ary companionship. "The Mormon
Missionary Companionship" by Keith
Parry is an ethnographic study rich in

comparisons of the social values of
young, Mormon, male missionaries
with young men trained in "bush"
schools. The comparisons demon-
strate the discovery of "self" and
"other" as a missionary is taught by
peers and near-seniors, as well as by
authority figures, as in "bush"
schools. This is only one of Parry's
emphases. One finding brushes on the
gender-based missionary roles in the
church, with the basic expectation that

a young woman is discouraged from
serving a mission (203). The views are
sociologically compelling through the
focus on male roles, male mentoring,
and male role models for missionar-

ies. His conclusions are thought-pro-
voking and hopefully motivating.

Another interesting article deals
with religion and mental health. This
study by Allen E. Bergin, I. Reed
Payne, Paul H. Jenkins, and Marie
Cornwall concludes that there are
many variables associated with men-
tal health, with religion being only
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one. Commitment to religion is some-
what a factor in determining mental
health. Separating factors to make a
claim that religion definitely affects
mental health was not a leap the au-
thors were willing to take. They do
claim that education and gender may
be more predictive of depression than
church affiliation, but this is not dis-
tinct for Mormons.

The role of minorities in the
church is also addressed. Bruce Chad-

wick and Stan Albrecht give a histori-
cal account of Mormons relationships
to Native Americans. Particularly they
study programs, policies, and prac-
tices as well as beliefs. Two articles

look at the church's history and poli-
cies on blacks in the United States and
Africa.

The South American mission ex-

perience is examined by David
Knowlton in "'Gringo, Jeringo': Anglo
Mormon Missionary Culture in Bo-
livia." Through delightful stories,
myths, folkways, and lore, Knowlton
examines the complicated life of the
missionary in Bolivia. The stories in
themselves are a reason to buy the
book. The myths and stories differ
from one another, yet in the telling be-
come contoured to find current atti-
tudes and needs of the audience and
culture.

There is not one article in this
book that I couldn't recommend read-

ing and studying. The length of the ar-

ticles make them easily digestible
during a lunch hour, or as a refresher
after a busy day at work.

Revealing Insight

A Gentile Account of Life in Utah's Dixie ,

1872-73: Elizabeth Kane's St. George
Journal Preface and notes by Norman
R. Bowen; profile by Mary Karen Bo-
wen Solomon (Salt Lake City: Tanner
Trust Fund, 1995).

Reviewed by Wayne K. Hinton,
Professor of History, Southern Utah
University, Cedar City.

The publication of Elizabeth
Kane's journal for the months from
December 1872 to March 1873 at St.

George, Utah, was made possible by
the Tanner Trust Fund of the Univer-

sity of Utah Marriott Library. (The
Tanner Trust Fund is known for pub-
lishing exceptional materials on Utah,
the Mormons and the West, culled
from the library's extensive holdings.)

Elizabeth Kane was a keen ob-
server who recorded in some detail

her observations of the people, prob-
lems of individuals and of the com-

munity, local customs and culture,
general and specific material circum-
stances, Indian customs, characteris-
tics, and relations with Mormons at St.

George. But most significantly she re-
corded her observations and feelings
regarding Mormon practices, doc-
trines, achievements, past sufferings,
and the "unnatural conditions" of po-
lygamy.

As wife of Colonel Thomas Kane,
Mormon friend and benefactor, she
found every door open to her and came

to enjoy friendly associations with
women and children of the commu-

nity. Although she arrived with nega-


