March Children

Nancy Hanks Baird

Her head nestled in the palm of my hand
not so long ago,

little lips tugged my breast,

fingers pink as birthday candles
clutched my chin.

One night of her new life

we left her an hour

with her brother,

just twelve.

He crawled under her crib,

telephone clutched in his little-boy hand,
lay in the dark

listening to her breathe,

ready, just in case.

On this March day,

she crouches in mud,

fingers blue hyacinths, pinches bugs.
He scatters snowballs like stars,

his private, frozen

Milky Way.

Children of light,

sifting through clouds,

leaping from the

sapphire stones of heaven,

your trusting eyes

hold too much glory;

watered jewels for wounding.

With awe you hurtle down your corridors,
impatient for pain.

This broken world needs your fire.
Though I may soften all your grief,
how dare I veil your faces?
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Introducing the inaugural volume of an exciting
new series from the University of Utah Press,
Life Writings of Frontier Women.

The Personal Writings of Eliza Roxcy Snow
Edited by Maureen Ursenbach Beecher

Publication of the edited
diaries and journals of
Eliza R. Snow places a
spotlight on one of the best
known of the early
Mormon pioneer women.
Contains three distinct
works: Snow’s trail
diaries, her short auto-
biographical “Sketch of
My Life," and her Nauvoo
journal and notebook, as
well as dozens of her
emotionally revealing
poems.
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June 1995. 6 x 9, 336 pages, 10 photos
Cloth $34.95 ISBN 0-87480-477-9
Life Writings of Frontier Women, number |

Available from your favorite bookstore, or direct from:

THE UNIVERSITY OF UTAH PRESS
101 University Services Bldg.

Salt Lake City, Utah 84112
toll-free orders (800) 773-6672
(801) 581-6771, fax (801) 581-3365




The Mormon Hierarchy
Origins of Power

D. Michael Quinn
$29.95. 720 pages.

Sidney Rigdon
A Portrait of|
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Richard S. Van Wagoner}
$28.95. 640 pages.
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Creating An
American Religion

John L. Brooke

il “This is not just a revealing history of the back-
| ground of the first Mormons and early

| Mormonism but a larger history of early American

| culture chat will do almost as much for readers

il who are interested in the cultural context in which

| this new American religion developed as it will do
for those who simply want to learn more about Mormon beginnings.”
— Jan Shipps, Indiana University—Purdue University, Indianapolis
0-521-34545-6  Hardback $34.95

lvailable in bookstores or from
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