placing their faith and loyalty on the line”
(p. 5) is a central issue in the current
restrictive environment. Arrington’s con-
clusion “that an intensive study of church
history, while it will dispel certain myths
or half-myths sometimes perpetuated in
Sunday school (and other) classes, builds
faith rather than weakens it” (p. 6) is
especially germane to present debates over
the faithfulness of Mormon history that
strays from the agreed-upon story. With
the current LDS review policy, threat of
censorship, and restricted access to the
Church Archives, we would do well to lis-
ten to such past voices of concern.

Any essay collection of this type has
built-in difficulties. Although The New Mor-
mon History is an important work encap-
sulating Mormon history’s reinterpretation
during the last generation, it views the
Mormon experience only through the lens
of selected events, institutions, and per-
sonalities, leaving huge gaps in the story
of Mormonism and representing themes
and events unevenly. The Reorganized
Church experience, not even discussed,
deserves mention in a book such as this
and could have provided a useful coun-
terpoint for analyzing such themes as
theological developments, political issues,
relations with larger society, and organi-
zational structures. The collection also
contains very little discussion of twentieth-
century Mormonism. The era is ignored,
with the exception of the Alexander and
Walker essays, already mentioned, and
some spillover of their subjects into the

Finding Our Voices

Paperdolls: Healing from Sexual Abuse in
Mormon Neighborhoods by April Daniels and
Carol Scott (Salt Lake City: Palingenesia
Press, 1992), 203 pp., $9.95.

Reviewed by Carla S. Western, a
director and officer of the Board of Trust-
ees of the Salt Lake Rape Crisis Center
and a volunteer staff member of DIALOGUE.

MEDIA ACCOUNTS OF sexual abuse of chil-
dren regularly remind us that children
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first part of this century in articles by
Kenneth L. Cannon II, “After the Man-
ifesto: Mormon Polygamy, 1890-1906,”
and Klaus J. Hansen, “The Metamorpho-
sis of the Kingdom of God: Toward a
Reinterpretation of Mormon History.”
Admittedly Quinn had much less to
choose from for this field, although more
than half of the Church’s history has been
in the twentieth century. The volume
would also have been enhanced had
Quinn incorporated any of his own exem-
plary work.

Quinn anticipated some of these con-
cerns in his introduction. “I can only apol-
ogize in advance,” he wrote, “for the omis-
sions and acknowledge that others might
choose differently” (p. x). No apologies
are necessary. This is an excellent collec-
tion in spite of different choices that could
have been made. In my recent correspon-
dence with an individual interested in the
Mormon past, I have been recommend-
ing readings and answering questions as
best I can through the mail. I wish that
The New Mormon History had been avail-
able when we first began corresponding.
This book would have been one of the
first I recommended as a starting place
for exploring Mormon history. No doubt
this collection of essays will be a funda-
mentally useful work for scholars and gen-
eral readers alike. It makes available be-
tween a single cover several classic essays
—some of the best of the “New Mormon
History” —and serves as a fine introduc-
tion to a complex and fascinating subject.

continue to be sexually assaulted by adults
and juveniles in their communities.
Almost always, the perpetrator is some-
one known and trusted by the child, for
who else could get close enough to violate
in such an intimate and destructive way?
Children are easily manipulated; their
lack of experience and dependence make
them vulnerable to the adults around
them. Often abused children exhibit no
obvious signs. And too many adults
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choose to deny what signs there are rather
than cope with the horrible things that
are being done to their children.

Paperdolis offers the accounts of two
adults, one a survivor of repeated sexual
assault by neighbors and family, the other
a grandmother of abused children, both
who courageously give voice to the reality
of this violation of the sacred stewardship
given to adults. The authors use pseud-
onyms, not to protect perpetrators, but out
of respect for those who have not yet
remembered their abuse. Many adults
molested as children are as yet unaware of
the abuse or are not ready to deal with it.
This book is about remembering abuse,
the remembering triggered by a variety
of events such as smells, stories, pictures,
or dreams. The authors permit the reader
to enter the private recesses of their lives,
past and present. Woven together beauti-
fully, the stories of these women and chil-
dren give the reader shocking insight that
calls caring adults to action, to open their
eyes, empower children and to address the
societal ills which allow sexual abuse to
continue.

This book reveals more than the abuse
endured by these particular children. In
a spectacular way, it illuminates the inner
workings of the mind and memory. It shows
the incredible ability of people to cope,
heal, andtakecontroloftheirlives. tdemon-
strates the importance of skilled therapists
and loving supporters in this healing pro-
cess. In the literature of sexual abuse, this
book will stand out for the pioneering view
it presents of memories unfolding, dis-
jointed and nonsensical, until they become
connected and incorporated.

April Daniels’ story unfolds through
journal entries she kept as part of her
treatment therapy for bulimia, an illness
common in those who have been sexually
abused as children. Her memories reveal
the language and inexperience of child-
hood: “Sometimes I got toys from the man
across the street. I used to call him the
‘Toy Box Man.” He had a shoe box under
his bed, and after we played nasty he
would give me a toy. I always got to pick
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which one I wanted. ... He wasn’t a
daddy, but he was old” (p. 134).

Her writings also make us look at the
images and symbols Latter-day Saints use
to teach gospel principles and to consider
the perspective of someone whose free
agency and body rights have been denied.
Many readers will relate to April’s Bee-
hive teacher’s use of the image of a daisy
being plucked to demonstrate the ugliness
of sexual sin in a lesson on chastity. April
writes, “I didn’t know all the meanings of
her words, like ‘chastity’, ‘virtue’, and
‘petting.’ But I got the gist of the lesson. I
knew that my beauty was gone. I could
never be restored. I knew that I was noth-
ing more than a bare bulb. I never went
back to Beehives” (p. 79).

As an adult, April visits a friend who
is a Beehive teacher and sits in on her
lesson, which just happens to be on chas-
tity. Afterwards, she asks her friend,
“What about the incest victims? There are
kids right here in this ward who are being
victimized right now. . . . I'm certain that
a couple of them just had their hearts
wrung through a wringer” (p. 79).

Carol Scott’s story illustrates the diffi-
culty of recognizing sexual abuse and the
pernicious methods abusers use to escape
detection. A well-educated psychologist,
Carol suddenly finds herself dealing with
the repeated sexual abuse of her grand-
children by their father and others, includ-
ing members of their ward and a teenage
babysitter. Only with the benefit of hind-
sight does she recognize the few subtle
signs which hinted that something was
wrong in her grandchildren’s lives. As
with most of us, she had not acknowl-
edged that sexual abuse could happen in
her family, in her wealthy neighborhood,
indeed that it exists in all levels of society.

An additional frustration for Carol is
the unresponsive ecclesiastical leaders who
value the reputations of seemingly
righteous men and women more than the
lives of children. The refusal of leaders
throughout the hierarchy to believe the
undeniable and consistent experiences of
these children and their therapists so they
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abuser’s care is unconscionable and a func-
tion of the low status our society accords
children.

Carol Scott writes that her friend who
was molested and read the manuscript
said, “Tell the perpetrators our greatest
weapon against them is our voices. When
we were little, we had only silence. We
have to find our voices” (p. x). Now that
we have their weapon, it is up to all of us
to find our voices, to act to protect and
believe children, to listen, withhold judg-
ment, and prevent it from continuing. We
can become educated and support orga-
nizations that are working to eradicate this
practice from our neighborhoods. We can
talk with our children about sexual abuse,
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so they will feel safe to question what other
adults may be saying and doing.

Reading Paperdolls is painful, but the
authors’ love, sincerity, and compelling
accounts make it easier. The compassion
of these women and the enormous diffi-
culty of their task of healing were inspir-
ing and a monument to the triumph of
the human spirit. In a world where vio-
lence is omnipresent, it is refreshing to
come in contact with those who seek no
revenge or violence in spite of oppressive
and outrageous acts committed against
them. This book urges the reader to face
the reality of the sexual abuse and moles-
tation of Latter-day Saint children by fel-
low Saints and hopefully to do something
about it.

Place and Identity in the Southwest

Sacred Land, Sacred View: Navajo Percep-
tions of the Four Corners Region by Robert S.
McPherson. Charles Redd Monographs
in Western History, no. 19 (Salt Lake
City: Signature Books, for the Charles
Redd Center for Western Studies,
Brigham Young University, 1992), 152
pp-, $8.95.

Reviewed by David Rich Lewis, assis-
tant professor of history, Utah State Uni-
versity, Logan, Utah.

CHANGE IS AN INEVITABLE though variable
process in human societies and natural
environments. Each generation perceives
changes in their cultural universe, laments
what is being lost, and wonders what will
persist. They leave behind various
records, bits of evidence and wisdom by
which future generations will know them
and their ways, hoping to justify or per-
petuate patterns of behavior and belief
which served them well. Each new gener-
ation weighs these messages and responds
as seems proper. As the pace and scope
of change increase, records become cul-
tural signposts of what was and what
should be. They provide a link with the
past, with tradition. They explain the
importance of cultural knowledge and sug-

gest ways to preserve or recapture its
meaning. Sacred Land, Sacred View is just
such a record for the Diné or Navajo of
the Four Corners region.

Historian Robert McPherson describes
the enduring relationships between earth,
spiritual forces, and the Navajo people
voiced in their stories, ceremonies, and
prayers. His purpose is to preserve ele-
ments of and inform people about this
Diné world view. Since there is already
an extensive literature on Navajo culture
and cosmology, McPherson has selected,
edited, and topically ordered bits of leg-
end and modern oral testimony, songs and
ceremonies, ethnographic and archaeolog-
ical evidence to form an interpretive,
rather than comprehensive, framework.
He focuses on two themes: Navajo sacred
geography and the Anasazi—land and
ruins which, when interpreted through
Navajo systems of belief, symbolize and
help shape Navajo reality.

In Part One McPherson describes the
Navajo sacred geography of the Four
Corners region and the symbiotic relation-
ship of all elements of creation. The
Navajo landscape is an animate universe
with reciprocal rules and relationships
governing humans, nature, and the super-



