
142 DIALOGUE : A JOURNAL OF MORMON THOUGHT

200 I.Q., particularly in contrast with the
salad days when she strode into the office
of David O. McKay to make an eloquent
case for access to affidavits relating to the
Mountain Meadows Massacre, or crossed
swords with the ferocious Kate B. Carter
over the objective presentation of Mormon
history. But Juanita Brooks was, as Sterling
McMurrin observed, "a most uncommon
woman draped in a very common exterior,"
and such humdrum details remind us how
very common that exterior, and indeed
much of her interior, really was.

Peterson's objectivity, in the best spirit
of Juanita Brooks herself, will not let even
her squeak by with a courteous "A" when
she deserves a "C minus," and he is gently
but firmly critical of the perfunctory proj-
ects of her later years. One happy circum-
stance in Peterson's sharp-eyed coverage of
those years, however, is that the friends and
editors who helped pick up the slack in her
personal and professional life as her powers
began to diminish receive their due at last.

The last two or three pages of the book,
where Peterson describes Brooks's current
unfortunate physical and mental circum-
stances and, in the third person, his own
recent visit to her home and bedside, are

extremely touching and unforgettable. As
he concludes the book with an overall ap-
praisal of her historical and cultural im-
portance, though, one wonders if he does
not slip into wishful thinking. "Because of
her," he writes, "the collective mind of
Mormondom is more liberal and more at
peace with itself than it might be other-
wise" (p. 422). One has to wonder where
the locus of that collective mind exists:
at 50 East North Temple? At the offices
of DIALOGUE, Sunstone, or Signature Books?
Some Mormons certainly regarded her
Mountain Meadows Massacre as a wel-
come dose of honesty in the otherwise al-
most exclusively faith-promoting historiog-
raphy of the Church. Others, perhaps even
most Latter-day Saints, clearly did not:
how widely utilized are any of her books,
for example, in the Church educational
system? Mormon historians have gradually
found it possible to express themselves more
freely since 1950, partly, no doubt because
of the appearance of her book in that year,
but the "collective mind of Mormondom,"
statistically at least, still seems overwhelm-
ingly to prefer the torrent of defensive and
faith-promoting literature that floods the
shelves of Deseret Book outlets.
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No ONE TODAY KNOWS MORE about the
handwriting, letters, and other documents
produced by Joseph Smith, Jr., than Dean

C. Jessee. Long a careful student of these
primary resources, his comprehensive edit-
ing of the Prophet's writings demonstrates
his expertise on virtually every page. The
Personal Writings of Joseph Smith, there-
fore, is a landmark publication. Scott R.
Faulring's editing of the diaries and jour-
nals of Joseph Smith also makes a signifi-
cant contribution to the field. These two
fine publications clearly contain the best
work of this type, and both deserve a place
on the bookshelf of any serious student of
early Mormon history and its founding
prophet.

Dean Jessee originally planned to pub-
lish all significant holographs, those docu-
ments produced wholly by Joseph Smith,
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Jr., with the exception of a few mundane
business and administrative writings and his
sacred writings. As his work progressed,
however, Jessee expanded his scope to in-
clude dictated or copied documents that
revealed the inner man, even though they
were in the handwriting of others. The
documents published in The Personal Writ-
ings of Joseph Smith have been arranged
in two major sections, both presented
chronologically: the first contains diaries
and autobiographical accounts that Smith
was intimately involved in preparing, and
the second makes available Smith's letters.

Jessee's work is a model of historical
scholarship; all documents have been tran-
scribed with original spelling, punctuation,
and capitalization and annotated to provide
additional background information. Jessee
includes facsimile reproductions of many of
the most important documents as well. Un-
fortunately, with the increasingly restrictive
policies of the LDS Historical Department
Archives, where most of Smith's papers are
housed, this work may be as close as most
historians can now come to working with
the original documentary evidence of the
life of the founding prophet.

One caution is in order in using this
edition of Jessee's book. No one realized
when the book was published that no fewer
than five of the letters included are in
reality the personal writings of Mark Hof-
mann. These include the earliest docu-
ment, the Anthon Transcript of 1928; the
latest letter, a harried plea for help to
Jonathan Dunham dated the day of the
Prophet's death; an 1838 money-digging
letter to Hyrum Smith; a June 1844 letter
to Maria and Sarah Lawrence revealing a
Smith desperately seeking a way for these
two plural wives to meet him in hiding;
and the 1844 Joseph Smith III blessing.
A revised edition of Jessee's book entitled
the Papers of Joseph Smith will be avail-
able from Deseret Book Company in Au-
gust 1989.

Faulring's edition of Smith's diaries
and journals reflects the recent restrictions

on the use of materials in the LDS deposi-
tory. Published in 1987, three years after
Jessee's work, the editor noted in his pref-
ace that he "was not allowed access to the
originals of any of the documents, all of
which are currently housed in the archives
of the Historical Department, Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints" (p. xv).
Accordingly, Faulring was forced to work
from photomechanical copies held in other
depositories. The rationale for this restric-
tive policy eludes all but the most myopic
of Church bureaucrats and, with copies
available elsewhere, is essentially "locking
the barn door after horse has escaped."

Faulring's work contains eleven major
documents relating to the life of Joseph
Smith. The first is an 1832 autobiographi-
cal sketch. Following are ten diaries and
journals: (1) the "Joseph Smith, Jr., Rec-
ord Book" covering the years 1832-34;
(2) the "Sketch Book for the use of Joseph
Smith, Jr.," 1835-36; (3) the "Scriptory
Book of Joseph Smith, Jr.," for March-
September 1838; (4) the "Joseph Smith
Journal" for 1838-39; (5) the "Minute
Book, 1839. J. Smith Journal"; (6) the
biographical materials in "The Book of the
Law of the Lord," 1841-43; and (7-10)
four untitled journals from 1843-44 kept
by Willard Richards. Faulring presents an
honest representation of these documents,
but he assumes enough editorial license to
modernize spellings and word usage.

There is some overlap between the
autobiographical writings in Jessee's work
and the diaries and journals in Faulring's
publication. The 1832 autobiographical
sketch and the 1832-34 and 1835-36 diaries
appear in both works; Jessee exactly dupli-
cates the original, and Faulring standardizes
some punctuation and spelling.

In spite of inherent difficulties, both
Dean Jessee and Scott Faulring have pro-
duced fine books, which make readily avail-
able critical documentary evidence. Both
are important additions to the literature of
early Mormonism and will be standard
works for years to come.
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