lar institution — completely ignoring, they
say, its spiritual dimensions. Yet the au-
thors did not set out to explore Mormon
theology or the character of Mormon com-
munity life (for which they gained great
respect). They sought instead to explain
the rise of Church involvement in the
larger society, from the politics of opposing
the Equal Rights Amendment to the in-
tricacies of financing a global religious
organization. In my view, the Church can-
not claim immunity from secular criticism
when it acts in the secular sphere. In the
long run, efforts to secure such immunity
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can only be self-destructive. Without the
honest perceptions of outsiders, we will not
be stimulated to ask the difficult questions
that can renew our courage to examine
discrepancies that' inevitably crop up be-
tween our spiritual values and our orga-
nizational practices.

America’s Saints has become a best-
selling book among the Mormons precisely
because we need the kind of frank exami-
nation that Gottlieb and Wiley have pro-
vided. One hopes we have retained the
capacity to learn from those with whom we
share less than complete accord.
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Western History and Literature by Wallace
Stegner and Richard W. Etulain (Salt
Lake City: University of Utah Press,
1983), 200 pp., $15.

Reviewed by Gary Topping, curator of
manuscripts, Utah State Historical Society.
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amusing and unexpected disclosures for
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his care and craftsmanship, but they show
that Stegner even in offhand moments is
still very good indeed.

Stegner is one of the rare non-Mormon
writers who have written with sympathy,
sensitivity, and perception about the Mor-
mons; and the Latter-day Saints have re-
paid him with their respect and loyalty.
Curiously, Mormon readers have allowed
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Mormon Country and The Gathering of
Zion, that few if any Mormon writers
would have been permitted. Stegner ad-
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mits to little interest in Mormon dogma,
competence with Mormon doctrine, and
even broad respect for Mormon culture and
folkways. Evidently he assumes a corre-
sponding selectivity in the way Mormon
readers have approached his books, and he
ascribes his popularity among them not pri-
marily to what he says, but to the simple
phenomenon of a local boy who makes
good and thereafter can do no wrong at
home. One observes that outsiders like
Stegner are increasingly important as ob-
jective appraisals of Mormon culture by
practicing Mormons are discouraged.
Stegner’s environmentalism, the sub-
ject of one entire interview, is heavily tinc-
tured by his involvement with the Sierra
Club, an involvement which, to those who
cannot help regarding the typical Sierra
Clubber as a bush-league outdoorsman,
somewhat compromises his comments.
Others will see them differently, and even
hardened skeptics will acknowledge that
Stegner has been, at times, a powerful ad-
vocate for preservation of the back country.
To Stegner’s credit, he owns up to his occa-
sional lapses, the most memorable being
his collusion in the Sierra Club’s misbegot-
ten bargain that sacrificed Glen Canyon
to save Echo Park. He excuses himself,
however, with a claim of astounding hubris:
“Nobody knew Glen Canyon then except
me; I'd been down it a couple of times”
(p. 169). The names of a score or more of

To Search with No Reward

Search for Sanctuary: Brigham Young
and the White Mountain Expedition by
Clifford L. Stott (Salt Lake City: Univer-
sity of Utah Press, 1984), xiii, 297 pp.,
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Reviewed by John F. Bluth, manu-
scripts cataloger, Harold B. Lee Library,
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oldtime boatmen leap almost immediately
to mind, many of whom had been through
Glen Canyon more times than they could
remember, and some of whom had taken
tourists numbering literally in the thou-
sands through Glen — tourists whose names
bulge from visitors’ registers at popular
locations all the way from Hite to the
Crossing of the Fathers. They were, and
still are, hopping mad about the Glen Can-
yon Dam, and they needed an articulate
leader.

Those who have read Stegner exten-
sively will find that these Conversations
invariably enhance their appreciation of
his mind and craft. For those who have
read less of him, and for those few who
have never read him at all, the interviews
will still be meaningful in their disclosure
of a thoughtful mind and a deeply humane
temperament reflecting upon his career and
materials. It is inevitable, though, that the
greatest benefit the book will have for the
latter class of readers will be to lead them
into the Stegner novels, stories, and essays—
a pleasure of discovery that old Stegner
hands can only envy.

The University of Utah Press merits
congratulation for handsome production at
a reasonable price, and especially for Leo
Holub’s fine candid photographs inter-
spersed throughout the book. The photo-
graphs effectively convey the relaxed at-
mosphere in evidence throughout the text.

mon History Association. A historical nar-
rative, it describes a little-known aspect of
the 1857-58 Utah War. Brigham Young
sent men out to discover a wilderness fast-
ness to which the Mormon people might
flee to escape an expected onslaught of hos-
tile Gentiles.

Clifford L. Stott, in his first major his-
torical work, prefaces his description of this
expedition by describing the political en-
vironment in Utah in 1857 and the pre-
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