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When I slid the damask
from its plastic sleeve
to spread it on the table,
the stain throbbed against crisp white.

I ran to soak the cloth,
to wash, to bleach
until again the damask
hung white to the sun.
I fingered linen threads
and found no stain.

But when the cloth dried,
to ease a wrinkle I tugged a corner
taut,
and shuddered
as fibers sheared where the stain,
the bleach that made them white again,
had damaged fragile strands.

MICHAEL R. COLLINGS, poetry editor for DIALOGUE, is an associate professor of English
in the Communication Division, Pepperdine University. An active member of the Science
Fiction Poetry Association, he has published over 100 poems, including a collection of LDS
poetry called A Season of Calm Weather (Hawkes, 1974).


	David and Bathsheba

