
PERSONAL VOICES

Edited by Eugene England

GROWING UP MORMON

Maturity for a New Era
Eugene England

Eugene England is Dean of Academic Affairs at St. Olaf College in Northfield, Minnesota,
and President of the nearby Faribault Branch of the L.D.S. Church. He grew up in
Downey, Idaho, and Salt Lake City. He and his wife, Charlotte, served missions together
in Samoa shortly after their marriage. He attended the University of Utah and Stanford,
where he was one of the founders of Dialogue.

This issue begins Dialogue's sixth year
of publication. It was, in fact, exactly six
years ago that a group of us - some close
friends, some mere acquaintances - com-
mitted ourselves to each other in a com-
mon venture, the implications of which
we then sensed with joy and some fear
and little certainty. It was an act of faith
- that much we knew: faith in the Gospel,

that it would flourish in the light of rea-
son, in the nourishing stream of ideas and
questions from all sources, in the warmth
of honest, loving dialogue. It was also an
act of faith in the Church and in ourselves:
that we and our brothers and sisters had
come far enough in history to be able to
speak and listen well, to hear what any-
one might say about us and about things
most precious to us, with openness, with-
out rancor; and further, that the Saints could
develop a sense of humor. And it was
finally action begun in the faith that we
editors could bear the responsibility of
causing thoughts and feelings to be ex-
pressed irrevocably in print, and could ful-
fill the needs of our readers and authors
and still stay solvent.

The Gospel has vindicated our faith
marvelously, the Church and ourselves not
so well. Many - most I am certain -
who have contributed to Dialogue or read
it carefully have found their understanding
and conviction of the Gospel made stronger
and more intelligent, more open and sen-

sitive, more humane and joyful, in a word,
more mature. On the other hand, some
brothers and sisters have been split "for"
and "against" Dialogue ; a few cruel rumors
have been started and passed on about the

Church standing, even the faith and morals
of editors and writers; certain local Church

leaders have used their offices to suppress
the journal and probably to disenfranchise
editors and supporters from normal service
in the Church.

And we have not filled our own respon-
sibilities perfectly by any means: despite
our early high idealism we have made
many mistakes, typographical, editorial,
especially managerial and financial - many
political errors and probably some religious
ones. For a pioneering work we moved too
rapidly in some areas, have probably not
been outspoken enough in others. We have
survived financially at times by mere faith,
have essentially neglected promotion, and
have let the burdens of editing pile up
on a few; as a result we have fallen be-
hind in processing manuscripts and build-
ing readership and now in meeting our
publication deadlines.

We have acted over the past year to
remedy these problems and I am pleased
to look forward now to a great new era
for Dialogue. With the original editors
scattered from New Mexico to Africa,
we have relocated our ce trai editorial
office in Los Angeles. Robert Rees,
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who teaches English at UCLA, is the
new chief editor; he has organized edi-
torial associates there and has a newly ap-
pointed Board of Advisors working with
him to provide financial and managerial
stability. A separate group of editorial as-
sociates under the direction of Edward
Geary of B.Y.U. will work in Utah, espe-
cially on the planning of special theme
issues. Original editors Wesley Johnson,
Paul Salisbury and I will continue to share
in shaping the editorial vision of Dialogue
through participation on the Executive
Committee and through our own writing
and commissioning of work. An expertly
managed fund-raising and promotion cam-
paign has begun, and Bob Rees has been
provided the resources he needs to have
the editorial functions caught up and run-
ning relatively smoothly and on time within
six months.

This reorganization and fresh beginning
fills me with new hope for the contribu-
tion Dialogue can make, as a journal ded-
icated to mature Mormon thought and
faith, in what I feel is a new era of ma-
turity for the Church. Despite some rum-
blings that a purge of intellectuals and
liberals is afoot (almost as if there had
to be one to fulfill the strong forebod-
ings of some about what would surely come
with the Presidency of Joseph Fielding
Smith, the author of the uncompromisingly
anti-evolutionary Man, His Origin and Des-
tiny), the Prophet has brought an era
marked by a marvelous new tolerance and
breadth in his own sermons on one hand
and on the other an exciting new spirit of
confident venturesomeness in actions of the

Church: appointment of young men of
spiritual and intellectual power and cul-
tural breadth from outside the Utah estab-
lishment to head the Church schools; new
professionalism and courage in the reorgan-
ized Church publications (the September
New Era has a relatively open discussion of
contemporary issues - war, pollution, Wo-
men's Liberation, etc. - that the old Era
didn't seem to know existed); new confidence
and sophistication in our mission as a uni-
versal Church - building schools in Latin
America and Europe, holding general con-
ference in Britain, organizing stakes in
Japan and Africa, opening up new mis-
sions in India and Thailand; bold moves
in development of the Church's social serv-

ices, provision of professional counseling
aid to bishops, and the calling recently of

the first medical missionaries, etc. And with

all this the prophetic voice calling to faith
and discipline is vigorous, as for example
in President Harold B. Lee, who in recent
speeches and articles has on the one hand
severely chastised those who began to or-
ganize vigilante groups in their gullible,
racist response to a bogus prophecy cir-
culated about Blacks invading our mountain
sanctuary, and on the other hand has se-
verely denounced those destroyers of faith
who refuse to perceive and hold to the
uncompromising rigor of basic Gospel prin-
ciples - the iron rod - and would lead
the Church in the direction of liberal
Protestantism.

The great L.D.S. historian, theologian
and General Authority, B. H. Roberts pre-
dicted (in the Improvement Era, 1906, p.
713) that "disciples of 'Mormonism' growing
discontented with the necessarily primitive
methods which have hitherto prevailed in

sustaining the doctrine, will take profound-
er and broader views of the great doctrines
committed to the Church; and, departing
from mere repetition, will cast them in
new formulas; cooperating in the works of
the Spirit, until they help to give to the
truths received a more forceful expression,

and carry it beyond the earlier and cruder
stages of its development." Contrary to the
opinions of critics in and out of the Church
who have insisted that in this century Mor-
monism would harden into a dead, bureau-
cratic shell of its spirited, primitive self,
Elder Roberts' prophecies are being ful-
filled, particularly in the sustained energy
and creativity of new converts and among
the young.

And just as Mormonism is maturing fur-
ther under the new prophet and the new
vitality brought both by the stream of
new saints from many nations and the im-
provement of organization and teaching,
we are seeking maturity in our own per-
sonal faith and living, many of us trying
to come to terms with what it means and

has meant to grow up Mormon. I will
write about the experience in this column -
the burden and blessing of my youth in
Mormon country and my present struggle,
along with the Church's, to mature, to
grow toward the measure of fulness of the
stature of Christ.

The other columns which begin this con-
tinuing section of personal voices will ex-
press a great variety of opinions and ex-
periences of maturing Mormons - strug-
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gles, successes, questions, and provocations.
I will try to define maturity and to describe
the process of maturing in the Kingdom,

both as I have struggled with it personally
and as I see it occurring or failing to occur
in other lives.

FAITH AND REASON

Carrying Water on Both Shoulders
Lowell L. Bennion
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A thoughtful Latter-day Saint who grows
up in his faith and takes it seriously may
encounter difficulties as he immerses him-

self in secular education, particularly on
the graduate level, and more particularly
if he is studying in the humanities or social
and behavioral sciences. The tension be-
tween his cherished faith and his intel-
lectual discipline is almost inevitable for
a number of reasons. He learned his re-
ligion in the uncritical years of childhood
through indoctrination and on the authority
of others and through personal, subjective
experience, whereas science and philosophy
are studied in years of greater maturity, and
their findings are accepted on their own
merit on the basis of empirical evidence
and logic. These studies also lend them-
selves to rational and critical modes of
analysis, whereas religion does not to the
same degree. Then, too, modern industrial
and post-industrial society has become in-
creasingly pluralistic and secular in char-
acter. Religious values - whether one is
in college or not - are challenged and
questioned by competing, secular values,
ideas and behavior patterns of society. It
is becoming increasingly difficult for any-
one anywhere to preserve his faith by iso-
lation. Religion, to survive, will have to
win its way in the public market place of
competing ideas, interests, and satisfactions.

When faith and reason meet in the life
of a college student, something must give;
some type of working relationship must
be established. In observing how my stu-
dents, friends, and I have reacted to this
situation, it seems to me that there are

three logical models people develop to rec-
oncile their religious faith and their sec-
ular studies. These models, which I shall
describe, are abstract constructs of the mind.
In real life, an individual does not follow
any one of them totally or consistently,
but borrows elements of all. However, it
is useful to have these logically possible
models to help clarify people's real posi-
tions.

One position a student can take is to
hold fast to his faith and let no knowledge
or experience gained in study disturb it.
Religion becomes his standard and only
that knowledge which does not disturb his
religious views is considered seriously. A
second position is to give reason reign. Ac-
cordingly, religion is judged by thinking
and what does not square with one's in-
creased learning is rejected. Thus religion
tends to be reduced to one object of thought
and its importance diminishes as it takes
second place to secular studies. A third
position is to choose to live in both worlds,
to keep faith, as it were, with both one's
religious commitments and with the ways
of learning in the academic world.

In my own life, thus far, I have chosen
the third model. I have had a profound
respect for both the gospel of Jesus Christ,
including its antecedents in the Law and
the Prophets and its interpretation through
the Restoration, and also for the under-
standing I have - limited though it be -
of philosophy, literature, world religions,
and science. In this brief essay, I shall
explain why I have sought the best of
these two worlds.
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