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is called “Haudakal,” and runs north; and the fourth is called “The Fraters,”
and runs east. These four rivers divide the earth into four quarters, as it were
in the days of Adam, and with their tributaries give an uninterrupted water
communication over the face of the world, for in the beginning the earth
was not called “finished” till it was “very good,” for every thing.

By the paper we were reading, we learned that rain was expected in the
beginning of the seventh month, according to the law of the Lord, for the
promise is, “it shall rain moderately in the first and seventh month, that the
ploughman may overtake the reaper.”

Contemplating the greatness of the earth in its glory, with Jesus Christ
for her king, president, and lawgiver, with such wise counsellors as Adam,
Noah, Abraham, Moses, Elijah, Peter, and Joseph, we were imperceptibly
led to exclaim, “Great is the wisdom, great is the glory, and great is the power
of man with his Maker!” — when on a sudden our guide came in and said,
“you must drink wine with the Lord in his kingdom and then return.” This
we did, and many things which we saw are not lawful to utter, and can only
be known as we learned them, by the assistance of a guardian angel.

When we were ready to return, our guide observed, “perhaps you would
like to look through the urim and thummim of God, upon the abominations
of the world in the day of its sin.” “Yes,” was our reply, and he handed us
the “holy instrument.” One look, and the soul sickened. Eye hath not seen,
ear hath not heard, neither hath it entered into the heart of man what folly,
corruptions, and abominations are wrought among men to gratify the lust of
the flesh, the lust of the eye, and the cunning of the devil. But they shall come.
We returned, and awoke, perfectly enamoured with the beauty and glory of
Zion to be, as well as the splendour and harmony of the “feast of the martyrs;”
determining in our mind, at some future day to give a sketch of the TEMPLE
wherein Jesus sat and reigned with the righteous, when there was “not a
Canaanite in the land,” nor anything to hurt or destroy in all the holy moun-
tain — when the earth should be full of the knowledge of God as the waters
cover the sea. In short, the heavenly reality of one hundred years hence.
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It is currently fashionable to look ahead to see what the future is likely
to be, and, if what is seen is unsatisfactory, to consider alternative futures
and means necessary to achieve them. This is based upon a recognition that
the future is in part what we make it. If we know the consequences of cur-
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rent actions, society — and that part of society influenced by churches, and
more particularly the Mormon Church — can reshape the future in a more
satisfactory way.

My comments are limited to a simple forecast of Church membership and
average individual and family incomes of Church members through the year
2000 A.p. More specifically, national and Mormon population are projected
forward to the year 2000 based on historical information and modified by
some speculation of the likely forces operating to influence Mormon mem-
bership growth during the next 32 years. The forecast will include some
estimate of geographical location and urban-rural split, and average and
total Mormon income through the remainder of the twentieth century. All
forecasts are necessarily based on the assumption that thermonuclear warfare
or other highly destructive and disruptive catastrophies will not occur during
this period of time.

POPULATION CHANGE

By the year 2000, while the United States population will probably grow
from 200 million to just over 300 million, the Mormon Church is likely to
grow from two million (1 percent of the U.S. population) to six million mem-
bers (2.3 percent of the probable U.S. population) or at an annual rate of 4
percent for the remaining 32 years of the twentieth century. This growth rate
is considerably more than that of the nation as a whole and about the same
as Mormon membership growth during the preceding 32 years (1936-1968) but
less than membership growth during earlier years in the history of the Church.
A lower forecast may be justified because of (1) the likelihood of a continued
decrease in the number of children per family as society becomes more urban-
ized; (2) the great difficulty of maintaining a dynamic proselytizing program
in a larger, necessarily more bureaucratic, organization; (3) the impact of
new immigration restrictions on the long-run flow of foreign converts; and
(4) other factors.

A lower forecast figure is not suggested because average income and health
standards will likely act to increase the life expectancy of Mormons and thus
offset lower birth rates and less dynamic proselytizing efforts. Life expect-
ancy may increase about 10 percent for the population as a whole from an
average of 70 to 77 years. But for the average white, middle-income, active
Church member, the average life expectancy might rise from about 75 years
now to nearly 83 years in 2000 A.p.

This forecast could be unduly pessimistic because membership growth
could accelerate based on increased proselytizing efforts and a more favorable
environment for traditional values represented by the Church. Therefore, I
have provided an estimate for a higher growth rate for the optimist and a
lower rate for the pessimist.

Although Mormons will not loom large as a proportion of the nation’s
population, there will be sizable numbers of Mormons in such states as Utah,
California, Idaho, Washington, Oregon, and Nevada. Although their num-
bers will increase in size in each of these states, Mormons may become a
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smaller proportion of the inhabitants of western states — particularly Utah
and Idaho; this could occur because of the significant migration of non-Mor-
mons into these states and the continued migration of Church members to
other areas.

Mormons in the United States will increasingly be located in suburban
areas in the West. The larger average family size of Mormons, the stress on
open spaces for physical exercise and recreation, and the larger proportion
of Mormons in the middle-income bracket are indicators that they will con-
tinue to locate in suburbia. As is the case for the United States as a whole,
Mormons in rural areas will find fewer opportunities for jobs because agri-
culture, mining, forestry, fishing and other extractive industries generally
located in rural environments will decrease not only as a relative proportion
of all industrial output but absolutely as well. Moreover, the greater oppor-
tunities for personal development in urban areas will act as a magnet drawing
rural Mormons — particularly the young — to the suburbs.

Mormons will be disproportionately underrepresented in central cities
because their middle incomes will give them the ability to live in suburban
areas and because few of the minority groups found in the cores of large
cities will provide members of the Church.

The growth of the Church in foreign countries is more difficult to fore-
cast. There are reasons to expect that the growth in foreign Church mem-
bership will be greater than in the United States, even though in the future
American value systems might be less popular in developing countries. The
larger growth rate in the less developed areas such as South and Central
America will probably occur because of large families, some decrease in the
death rate, and the greater ease in proselytizing people with more traditional
values. Considering both favorable and unfavorable factors, the present num-
ber of one-half million Church members abroad will probably reach two and
one-half to three million by 2000 A.p. — increasing at a rate of 6 percent
per year.

The concentration of Mormons in a few Christian or Americanized coun-
tries is likely to continue as it does today, although Mormons are being con-
verted in such unusual places as Southeast Asia. In decreasing order of Mor-
mon population size, these countries are now Canada, New Zealand, England,
Scotland, Brazil, Germany, Uruguay, Samoan Islands, Australia, Argentina,
Tongan Islands, Guatemala, Chile, Japan, Peru, Netherlands, France and
South Africa. The growth in Church membership will probably continue to
concentrate in these countries during the remainder of the twentieth century.

The Mormon population in the world is therefore likely to rise from
2.6 million or 0.08 percent of the 3 billion inhabitants of this planet in 1968
to 8.5 million or 0.28 percent of the projected population of 5 billion people
forecast for 2000 A.p.

INCOME CHANGE
The average personal income of Mormons in the United States may pres-

ently be about $3,500 or the income of Americans adjusted for the approxi-
mate mix of race and locational factors peculiar to Mormons. This is com-
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pared to the national average of $3,410. The estimate of a slightly higher
average income for Mormons in comparison with other Americans can be
explained by a higher average level of skill attainment and, perhaps, by a
greater emphasis by Mormons upon excelling in their jobs and making money.
These factors are partially eroded by the generally lower average income of
people living in Utah and Idaho and some other western states as compared
to other states.

By the year 2000, the average personal income may be about $9,000 for
Mormons and $8,000 for other Americans, assuming full employment of re-
sources and growth in output of goods and services at the nation’s current
potential, which is about 4 percent — excluding the artificial rise in income
caused by inflation.

The median Mormon family income is presently estimated to be about
$8,700 compared to about $8,400 for the United States population as a whole.
By 2000 A.p. the median Mormon family in the United States could be re-
ceiving an income of $23,000.

Families headed by professionally trained individuals will generate even
larger incomes. The average gross income for families with a parent skilled
in some of the professional specialties of economics, law and medicine could
reach an average of $75,000 or more per year.

Income will rise because of large increases in the goods and services pro-
vided for each hour worked which in turn will come about because of tech-
nological change. New techniques will be developed and embodied in new
machines such as fourth generation computers or developed and applied by
people through increased use of applied mathematics and engineering. For
this to occur, continued high investment in machines and investment in edu-
cation and training must be fostered. Both types of investments account for
the reason that man-hour productivity increases by about 3 percent per year.

Education among the Mormons is already high, perhaps higher than
the 15 percent of Americans in their late twenties who have graduated from
college, and by the end of this century the proportion completing college
will likely soar to nearly twice this figure in the United States. In the year
2000, perhaps as many as 75 percent of all Mormons will have completed a
year or more of college by their thirtieth birthday.

Education and technological knowledge transferred by education will
make it possible to increase the proportion of people who are imaginative, who
persevere, and who have the ability to think clearly. Some scientists contend
that the achievements that distinguish man from the animals and that are
responsible for man’s civilization, art, literature, and science are attained by
only 1 percent of the human population. The proportion is likely to increase
to perhaps as high as 2 percent in the next 32 years.

By 2000 A.p., technical knowledge will probably increase by 200 percent
of that which has accumulated since the dawn of man. Thus a college grad-
uate who masters the current technical knowledge in his field and lives off this
bank of knowledge for 32 years may find his knowledge two-thirds inadequate.
And technical knowledge and its application do influence “wisdom” and “val-
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ues.” Assuming that there is no technical knowledge generation gap now —
which is obviously an unreal assumption — there could be a two-thirds “gap”
by the year 2000 if older people do not progress rapidly. This places a high
premium on those who remain current and understand technological change
and its impact on our society. More members of the Church will live to be
100 years old; for these centenarians, five generations will pass from birth to
death. They will live about four generations beyond elementary and second-
ary schooling and college, the time when they accumulated their basic tech-
nical knowledge and developed their set of values. Church leadership is and
should be conscious of the fact that aging leadership must be tempered with
continuous education and open communication channels with younger gen-
erations and high-level leadership opportunities for all adult generations if
the Church is to remain dynamic and viable in a rapidly changing world.

Table 1 “Table 2
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Sl 74 ;i;" ?g? Average Tax and Average Tithing
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4 2%, Average Tax and Full Tithing 2s 2
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. % Al estimates based on 4%, annual growth in Church membership.
Remesie ol AL5: 1.29% 2% *Total income to individuals before deduction for personal taxes.
Population 0.5%, 1% 2269, 49, =
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the Church officcs. the Commerce Départment and the Church offices.

The bountiful rewards for Mormons from the future American economy
can be used for a variety of goods and services such as increases in the quan-
tity and quality of food, clothing, housing, entertainment, education, medical
care and Church activities. Some purchases will likely be made directly in
the market place, such as for food, clothing, and shelter. Other purchases
will be made jointly with other consumers through the government for such
things as urban transportation, environmental pollution control, communica-
tion systems, and national security; such purchases are far too expensive or
unavailable if purchased by individuals alone. Consequently, government at
all levels — local, state, federal and even international — will have to provide
these. In addition, members of society may wish to redistribute a larger pro-
portion of their income to the disadvantaged than they do now (e.g., to the
handicapped, the unskilled, the poor).

Both of these last uses of personal income will likely increase the average
tax burden from the current level of 34 percent to at least 40 percent by 2000
A.p. This will mean an increase in community purchases and redistributive
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activities of about 400 percent between now and 2000 A.p., while direct pur-
chase of goods and services will increase about 300 percent.

In addition, Mormons will likely continue to give part of their income
for new Church facilities, the upkeep of older facilities, the operation of
Church programs, and the needs of other Church members. If a full tithing
is paid by all Church members, then the potential source of annual revenue
for the Church may rise from an estimate of current potential of about $.75
billion to over $6 billion by 2000 a.p. But the tithing potential is undoubtedly
larger than what is now and will be paid. Perhaps 3 percent is the average
rate contributed now. At this rate, receipts from tithing could rise from about
$216 million in 1968 to $1.9 billion in 2000 A.p. And if the Church reaps
another $100 million from other sources now, then the nearly $1 million dol-
lars a day income could rise to over $6 million per day. This is equivalent
to 11,000 chapels each year ($200,000 each) or the education of 440,000 Mor-
mons ($5,000 per year per student).

Both “actual” tithing and average taxes will likely increase from the
present level of about 36 percent to at least 42 percent in 2000 A.p. In the
case of the full tithepayer and average taxpayer, the increase could be from
about 41 percent to 47 percent.

CONCLUSION

The remaining years of the twentieth century will increase the relative
and absolute size of Church membership. Church members will increase in
wealth to an unprecedented level and benefit from rapid technological change.
Both wealth and new knowledge purchased with it will undoubtedly require
the Church and its members to adjust to a rapidly changing world or run the
risk of being in the world and out of it all at the same time.
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