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liefs concerning adolescence still prevail. Moreover, adults who so often
tell "jokes" about sex and "giggle" among themselves concerning sexual
matters can hardly expect their children to do better.

PROFILE OF A MORMON STUDENT
Gary W. Grant

Finally we are pleased to publish the introductory student speech given by
Gary W. Grant at the First Bay Area College Convocation of the L.D.S. Stu-
dent Association, held at the Oakland-Berkeley Stake Center on May 5, 1968.
President Hugh B. Brown of the First Presidency of the Church was the honored
guest and principal speaker; he was introduced by Elder Paul H. Dunn of the
First Council of Seventy, who is National President of the LDSSA. Gary Grant
is a second year law student at Stanford University and Vice-president of the
Peninsula Region LDSSA.

My position on this program includes an obligation to "represent" the
young people here — the high school seniors, college students, and college age
non-students — and I think that means I should do a couple of things in the
few minutes given me: I'd like to tell President Brown and Elder Dunn a few
things about us, and, since President Brown is our most honored guest this
evening, I'd like to tell him something of our feelings for him.

Both President Brown and Elder Dunn are already aware of the kinds of
influences surrounding us on our campuses; i.e., student protests over racial
strife, the Vietnam war, the draft; the increasing use of LSD and marijuana;
increasing sexual freedom; dropping out, turning on, you name it. These are
the visible temptations and influences on our campuses. However, tonight I'd
like to focus on our more personal side—our individual concerns and responses
to these issues and to the Church.

I hesitate to talk about an "average" student because I can't include all of
your feelings, but I have had some experience with high school seniors this
semester as a seminary teacher, and I've gone through the college experience
very recently, so I think the description I'll make and the things I will say
about us are real trends — real concerns of all of us.

First let me reaffirm our faith. We are committed, President Brown, to a
belief that those events described by Joseph Smith, in which he spoke to God,
our Heavenly Father, and His Son, Jesus Christ, and to other heavenly mes-
sengers, actually occurred. And we know that President McKay and President
Brown and the other General Authorities are prophets of our God, and that
when the Lord reveals His will regarding the Church, it will come through
these men.

Finally, we are committed to those two great commandments phrased by
Jesus when He was asked which was the great commandment; He said, "Thou
shall love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with
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all thy mind . . . . And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbor
as thyself."

Our commitment to the first of these commandments causes us to ask many
questions concerning our relationship to God: How does God act in my life?
How many of the events of life does God actually "cause"? Is he really in-
volved with my daily affairs; does he participate actively in my daily decisions?
(And how does he hear and answer my prayers?) Or am I on my own most of
the time?

Some may say that these probings suggest an imperfect faith, but I hold
the contrary. I think they are founded in a sincere interest in doing what God
wants us to do — a search to know God in the way we are commanded to know
Him. Our faith is forged in the kind of "crucible of doubt" spoken of by
Dostoevsky.

President Brown has recognized the importance of finding answers to these
questions; he said on one occasion, "The depth, direction, and quality of our
religious life depends upon our understanding of the nature, purposes, and
even methods of God and our relationship and responsibility to him" {Im-
provement Era, June, 1963, p. 466). And a favorite prayer attributed to Presi-
dent Brown mentions these concerns; he prays, "Help us all to understand the
purpose of our being and to be ever willing to submit to thy will and not insist
upon our own."

We are willing, President Brown, to submit to our Father's will, but we
occasionally have difficulty knowing just what that will is regarding such issues
as the proper functions of sex, the proper role of government, the stance we
should take toward conscientious objection, and what personal contribution
to this life we should be making.

Some of you unmarried people may think your troubles will be over when
you find your true love. But President Brown tells a story of a young bride
who on her wedding day rushed up to her mother and said, "Mother, I'm the
happiest girl in the world. Today I've come to the end of my troubles." The
wise mother replied, "Yeah, but you don't know which end."

A characteristic which I think distinguishes us from generations past is
that we seem to feel a much stronger commitment to the second of those great
commandments which I mentioned earlier; we feel strong impulses to under-
stand ourselves, first of all, but we also feel humanitarian impulses which lead
us to participate in such programs as tutorial groups for underprivileged peo-
ple, the Peace Corps, OEO aid groups, basic encounter groups. We seem to
sense an obligation to the people of our world — to our whole society.

In fact, President Brown once answered the question "Who is my neigh-
bor?" this way: he said, "All who need our help, all whose lives we touch,
whether they live across the street, over the fence, across the continent, or over
the ocean." And I might add, even over the tracks.

Our commitment to this second commandment has led us to probe into
at least two other areas, the role of the Church in my life, and my role in this
world. We know the purpose of the Church is to perfect men's lives, but we
feel needs to find answers to questions like these: Shall my concern for non-
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members be entirely as a missionary, or should I try to assist in other channels?
Should we use the talents learned from our activity within the Church to serve
in groups outside the Church? On the other hand, there seems to be a large
group of us who lack this concern for the social thrusts of our times; that
prompts us to ask, "Does focusing so intently on eternity — the life hereafter
— contribute to a lack of concern for the plight of underprivileged people, for
those dying in Vietnam, for racial problems? Does the Church absorb all my
energy for such concerns?"

Many of us feel the need to take care of more than just ourselves and our
own — to become involved with the rest of our world. I have heard many of
you ask such questions as these: Where can I be of most service to others?
entirely within the Church? or can I be of more help in outside-Church groups,
or in Guatemala, or Africa? And are there real dangers to becoming involved
in these extra-Church causes?

This is another common one: Do I have an obligation to myself and to
society to develop a particular skill or talent — make an artistic, scientific, or
academic contribution — even at the expense of giving up some of the Church
activity I'm now in? Would I find more long-run satisfaction by being an aver-
age Latter-day Saint and an outstanding lawyer, doctor, scientist, or academi-
cian? Also, what kind of profession should I pursue? There seems to be a
narrow breadth of acceptable professions within the Church, or at least there
is a premium on business manager-MBA types, and dentists. Certainly there
seems to be a premium on acquiring wealth, but we often feel an alienation
from the goals of our parents, especially their emphasis on money-making.

I know President Brown and Elder Dunn are already aware of these con-
cerns; they've heard these questions before, but maybe it's helpful for them to
know how widespread they are, how commonly they are asked among us. May-
be the fact that they are aware of our concerns is the reason we students are
able to identify with them. I identify with President Brown because he has
been willing to face these questions — to talk about them. He may not have
given all the answers, but he is concerned with the same questions we are. He's
easy to identify with — he's a majestic figure, well educated, probably the most
articulate speaker the Latter-day Church has had. I think he's a true hero
figure, and I think we need heroes inside the Church.

I'm grateful to be a Latter-day Saint, and I'm grateful to the Lord that
He has given us men like these to lead us. I thank Him publicly in the name
of Jesus Christ,

Amen.



We may have to repent
in this generation,
not for the violent actions
of bad people but for the
inaciton of good people
who have the notion
that time will cure all evils.
-Martin Luther King



ANNOUNCING THE FIRST ANNUAL
Dialogue Prizes

TO BE GIVEN IN HONOR OF
THE BEST WRITING SUBMITTED IN 1968

The Silver Foundation presents the Silver Awards for the outstanding
contributions in three areas:

Social Literature (History, Sociology, Psychology, etc.) $200
Judges; Dallin H. Oaks, Professor of Law, University of Chicago.

O. Meredith Wilson, Director, Center for Advanced Study in the
Behavioral Sciences, Stanford, California.

Religious Literature (Theology, Philosophy, Sermons, etc.) $200
Judges; Lowell Bennion, Associate Dean of Students, University of Utah, and

member of the L.D.S. Church Coordinating Committee for Youth.
Jay Butler, Assistant Professor of Religion, Brigham Young University.

Imaginative Literature (Fiction, Poetry, Personal Essays, etc.) $200
Judges; Wayne Booth, Dean of the College and Professor of English,

University of Chicago.
Cherry B. Silver, Ph.D. in English Literature from Radcliffe and

member of DIALOGUE'S Board of Editors, Denver, Colorado.
Wallace Stegner, Professor of English and Director of the Creative Writing

Center, Stanford University.
Additional judges to be announced.
Manuscripts should be submitted as usual to Box 2350, Stanford, Cali-

fornia, but with a specific indication if they are to be considered for one of
the Dialogue Prizes.

LIAHONAS AND IRONRODS
Interest in Richard Poll's sermon, "What the Church Means to People

Like Me," which was published in the Winter, 1967, issue of Dialogue, has
been such that 1,000 reprints have been sold and another 1,000 ordered. They
are available as follows:

1 — 9 copies 30^ each, postpaid
10 — 49 copies 25^ each, postpaid
50 or more copies 20^ each, postpaid

Write directly to Richard D. Poll, 1159 Aspen Ave., Provo, Utah 84601.

NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS
CHANGE OF ADDRESS FOR SUMMER

The next issue of Dialogue (Autumn) will not be mailed until after
September 15. Therefore do not send us a summer change of address unless
the change is permanent, but be sure we have your autumn address by
September 1,
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