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The historian, essentially, wants more
documents than he can really use . . .

Henry James. The Aspern Papers

History is bunk.
Henry Ford

The books, periodicals, and manuscripts listed in bibliographies are of
little value if the materials are not located and made available to those who
might have an interest in using them. With this in mind we depart from our
previous format to consider bibliographical control of Mormon Americana
and the location of libraries and historical agencies which have significant
holdings of Mormon materials.

The study of Mormonism should begin in Salt Lake City, where, accord-
ing to Norman Furniss, "The best colection of materials about the Mor-
mons exists... in the archives of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints. . . ."x However, the Church Historian's Library is a "private facility"
with the right of access controlled by the authorities who govern the Library.
According to the official guide to the Library, " . . . the materials on file are
generally available for use by the earnest researcher. The materials are not
available to those whose purpose is to discredit the Church"2 (italics mine).
What does it mean to have materials available generally? Who is the judge
of what scholar is out to find the truth or to discredit the Church? To further
quote Dr. Furniss, "It is regrettable that the volumes are not open to the
Gentile scholar, or even to most Mormon historians; the custodian of the
portals, A. Wm. Lund, is adamant in his refusal to let all but the most faith-
ful dip into this record."3

To the average member of the Church trained in the humanities or with
any interest in Church history this information is not new or particularly
startling. And both Mormon and "Gentile" writers have long since discovered
that with the exception of some unique items (i.e., manuscript letters and
diaries) they can find all the information about the Mormon Church that
they need to write acceptable histories in other libraries in the United States,
if they know where to look and take the trouble to go there. And so to a

1 Furniss, Norman F., The Mormon Conflict, 1850-1859 (New Haven, Conn., 1960),
p. 236.

2 Guide to the Historian's Office Library-Archives (Office of the Church Historian, The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, Salt Lake City, Utah).

3 Furniss, ibid.
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